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Psst! Food pantry is
a well-kept secret

harassment
By Emily Wunderlich
ewunderlich@mail.usf.edu

A

well-known teacher
and researcher who
was given an unpaid
courtesy appointment in USF’s
College of Marine Science
last June has been suspended
following accusations that he
sexually harassed a former
student at Eckerd College.
David Hastings was
suspended and “will not be
performing any activities
relating to this appointment
on campus or otherwise,”
said Althea Paul, media
relations manager for the
university system, in an
email to The Crow’s Nest.
Paul said the university
was “made aware” of the
allegations against Hastings on
Jan. 3, the day the Tampa Bay
Times published a story about
a lawsuit that a former research
assistant at Eckerd filed
against him in Pinellas County
Circuit Court on Dec. 16.
In her suit, the student
accuses Hastings of “severe
and pervasive sexual
harassment,” alleging that
he “groomed” her for sexual
exploitation while she was
a research assistant for him
between May and July of 2018.
At one point, the student
alleges, she walked into
Hastings’ office at a prearranged meeting time to
find him masturbating.
In her lawsuit, the student
is seeking in excess of
$15,000 – which is standard
in a civil lawsuit in Florida
circuit court – plus interest,
attorneys’ fees and costs.
The Crow’s Nest is not
naming the student because of
the nature of the allegations.
Her attorney did not respond
to a telephone message or
email seeking comment.
Hastings, who also did not
>> SEE RESEARCHER on P2
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Garage
lawsuit
ends in
settlement
By Emily Wunderlich
ewunderlich@mail.usf.edu

T

from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
So why is the pantry tucked
away like an afterthought
and open only 13 and a
half hours a week?
And why aren’t the
hours of operation posted
on the padlocked door?
Contes, 33, said that
SOS can’t afford to keep the
pantry open for more hours.
“There is no recurring
funding,” he said. University
alumni donated about $5,000
for the pantry and that’s
all SOS has to work with,
since the university itself
provides nothing, he said.
The location is out of the
way because it was the only
space available, he said. He
hopes to move the SOS office
to the SLC so it is closer
and more convenient for the
pantry, but all of the offices
there are being used, he said.
If a student wants to
request food, they must
call within business hours
and wait for someone to
come help them. Then the
student fills out an intake
request form, provides their
U-number and gets a receipt

he university has
reached a settlement
agreement in a lawsuit
that alleges negligence after a
female student was accosted
in the campus parking garage.
The lawsuit, filed in
Pinellas County Circuit Court
in June 2017, contends that
the woman – identified as
L.E. in court documents –
was “sexually assaulted”
by a man who masturbated
behind her in a parking
garage elevator on the
afternoon of Feb. 22, 2016.
It contends that the
university and campus
police “failed to provide
adequate security” or warn
her of past and potential
crimes in the area.
On Dec. 5, attorneys
on both sides reached a
“complete settlement” on all
claims, according to a report
filed by Donna Tisch Inc., a
Sarasota-based court mediator.
The court file does not
disclose the terms of the
settlement. But it indicates
that the university’s
insurance carrier was
scheduled to attend the
mediation conference.
Carrie O’Brion,
director of marketing and
communications for the
university, said Friday that
USF’s general counsel was
not immediately available
to discuss the case.
While the university
acknowledged that L.E. was
a victim of “lewdness and/
or indecent exposure,” it
tried to convince the court
to dismiss the case on the
grounds that the student had
not been sexually assaulted

>> SEE PANTRY on P2

>> SEE LAWSUIT on P3
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The Support-A-Bull Market was supposed to help address student hunger.
By Ashley Campbell
Contributor

W

hen the campus
established a food
pantry last spring,
both Student Government
and administration stressed
that it would help students
who sometimes go hungry.
Regional Chancellor
Martin Tadlock said that
addressing what he called
“food insecurity” would
help students concentrate on
their academics, keep them
in school and improve the
campus’ student retention rate.
The retention rate is one
of the yardsticks, or metrics,
that the Legislature uses
in determining whether a
school becomes, or remains,
a “preeminent research
university” that is entitled
to extra state funding.
But so far the new pantry
– called the Support-A-Bull
Market – has the appearance
of a well-kept secret.
It’s in a room off a hallway
on the first floor of the Student
Life Center. There are no
signs pointing the way to
the pantry, and most of the
time the door is padlocked.
A sign on the door says
the pantry’s hours are “TBD.”

If students need help, the
sign says, they should call
the office of the dean of
students at (727) 873-4278.
So far, about 20 students
have used the pantry, said
Joseph Contes, the assistant
director of the Office of Student
Outreach and Support (SOS).
The pantry is the
responsibility of SOS, which
is charged with helping
students manage stress and
the barriers that affect their
health and wellness.
The SOS website describes
what items are available
in the pantry, which relies
primarily on monthly food
donations from RCS Pinellas
(Religious Community
Services Inc.), a nonprofit
charity that helps people
facing hunger, homelessness
and domestic violence.
As of October, more than
500 pounds of food had been
donated, according to SOS.
The website also lists
the hours the pantry is
open: Mondays from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m., Tuesdays
and Wednesdays from 8 to
9:15 a.m., Thursdays from
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Fridays

Crow’s Nest to be honored for ‘vigilance in journalism’

By The Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he Crow’s Nest and
reporter Nancy
McCann will be
honored by the Pinellas
County chapter of the
American Civil Liberties
Union for their “consistent,
vigilant reporting” of
campus issues.
The annual Irene Miller
Vigilance in Journalism

Award honors the memory
of Miller, a guidance
counselor at Lakewood High
School in St. Petersburg
and former ACLU chapter
president known for her
commitment to civil liberties.
This is the first time the
chapter’s award has ever
gone to student journalists.
The award, which was

established more than 20
years ago, “recognizes
consistent, objective
and comprehensive
reporting on the actions of
governments, particularly
in Pinellas County and its
municipalities,” the ACLU
chapter says on its website.
“The award is intended
for the consistent, vigilant

reporting of public
affairs,” the chapter says.
“If citizens are to make
informed decisions, such
reporting is vital.”
The ACLU board
unanimously selected The
Crow’s Nest and McCann
for their “courageous
and probing coverage of
recent controversies at the

University of South Florida,
particularly the ongoing
consolidation process and
the formation of a union for
adjunct faculty” members,
said Ray Arsenault, a USF St.
Petersburg history professor
and ACLU chapter president.
The paper’s staff
has “upheld the highest
>> SEE HONORED on 8
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Third victim advocate resigns
in less than 2 years
By James Bennett III
jamesbennett@mail.usf.edu

U

SF St. Petersburg is
looking for a new victim
advocate — again.
The position has seen a
rotation of faces after Mandy
Hines, who was hired in 2006,
departed in June 2018. She was
replaced later that month by
Sara Spowart, who resigned in
July 2018 due to health issues.
It took the Wellness
Center nearly three months
to hire Shayna Marlowe,
Spowart’s replacement.
Marlowe’s last day on
campus was Dec. 20, although
she remained available
through phone and email
until Jan. 3. Marlowe was
hired Dec. 10, 2018, at an
annual salary of $48,000.
A victim advocate’s job
is to provide information,
community referrals, and crisis
response to USF St. Petersburg

students who may be victims
of crime (i.e., date rape,
assault, domestic violence).
In recent years, confronting
gender-based crime has
become a top priority on
America’s college campuses.
Like other colleges
and universities, USF St.
Petersburg pledges that it
will work to provide an
environment free from sexual
discrimination, sexual assault
and harassment, and dating
and domestic violence.
Professors are required
to describe the university’s
policy on gender-based crimes
in their course syllabi, and
professors and staff who learn
about violations are required
by law to report them.
In an email, the director of
the Wellness Center and student
disability services, Anita Sahgal,

said Marlowe left to “pursue
professional and personal goals.”
“While it saddens us to lose
her, we wish her well in her
future endeavors,” the email said.
The email did not specify
whether the Wellness
Center had begun the search
for a replacement.
Sahgal added that the
campus’ support structures,
such as counseling services,
student outreach and support
services, and after-hours
consultation services will
remain available to students.
Sahgal also said students are
able to access victim advocacy
services through community
agencies like CASA.
Anna Bryson and Emily
Wunderlich contributed
to this report.

COURTESY OF SHAYNA MARLOWE

Shayna Marlowe’s last day on campus was Dec. 20, but
students were able to reach her remotely until Jan. 3.

RESEARCHER, continued from P1
respond for comment, taught at
Eckerd for 20 years, according
to his LinkedIn profile, and
built a formidable reputation as
a researcher on climate change.
In September, he
concluded a widely publicized
collaborative research study
between USF and Eckerd
College that discovered that
roughly 4 billion particles of
microplastics are clogging
the waters of Tampa Bay.
‘Egregious conduct’
The lawsuit describes the
former student as “a highly
dedicated, involved, motivated
and an all-around outstanding
member of the Eckerd
College community,” with an
average 3.8 GPA and multiple
scholarships on her record.
In May 2018, Hastings
hired her as a full-time
research assistant in the
geochemistry lab for the
summer. The appointment was
not a graduation requirement,
according to the lawsuit, nor
did it count for academic
credit. As compensation,
she would receive a $3,000
stipend and free housing.
The harassment began
in June 2018, the lawsuit
says, when Hastings took the
student to lunch outside of
work and paid for her meal.
When Hastings ran into an
acquaintance, he insinuated
the student was his girlfriend.
Then, on June 16, Hastings
allegedly pressured her to
ride with him to the airport.
He insisted she leave her car
at his house and enter his
residence to discuss “private
matters unrelated to work.”
Once the student separated
from Hastings at the airport,
the lawsuit says, he called her,
pressuring her to pick him up
from the airport on the evening
of his landing. She refused.
Hastings would later
deny both incidents to an

Eckerd investigator.
On July 5, the student
notified Hastings that she
would be attending an oncampus seminar and would
return to his office about 4
p.m. When she announced
her arrival, Hastings was
masturbating in his office and
did not stop until “conclusion.”
Hastings “readily” admitted
to masturbating in his office
during the day while Eckerd
was open and in session,
according to the complaint.
The lawsuit says he went
on to discuss work matters
with the student while his
pants were still undone and
his legs were wide apart.
“Hastings intended for
(the student) to observe his
masturbation,” the lawsuit says.
“At the very least, Hastings
was extremely reckless in
allowing for (the student)
to see his masturbation.”
The following day,
at an off-campus work
gathering at a popsicle shop,
Hastings allegedly asked
the student if she “wanted
to taste his popsicle.”
The student realized she
could not return to work
with Hastings present and
“promptly reported” the
incidents to the vice president
of academic affairs and dean
of faculty, Suzan Harrison.
According to the lawsuit,
Harrison “actively discouraged
her from moving forward
with a formal complaint” and
insinuated the student could
lose her major, her job and
certain academic rights, like
doing her thesis and research.
As a result, the lawsuit
says, the student lost wages,
employment opportunities
and scholarships and missed
a semester of school when
she was forced to quit her job
and withdraw from Eckerd
because of the unbearable

working conditions.
“No reasonable person
would continue under
the circumstances,”
the lawsuit says.
The student filed a
complaint with the Equal
Employment Opportunities
Commission on Oct. 10,
COURTESY OF ECKERD COLLEGE
2018, the lawsuit says.
David Hastings
Eleven months later,
and accomplishments were
the EEOC ruled against the
still touted on the school’s
student, her lawsuit says, but
website. On Jan. 10, Hastings
an investigator hired by the
college concluded that Hastings was still listed in the faculty
director, but his contact
had sexually exploited her.
information and biography
Hastings was allowed
page had been removed.
to “retire with honor” from
If Hastings was the subject
Eckerd and maintain an
of
an
EEOC complaint and
office there, the lawsuit says,
lengthy
investigation at
and on June 2, 2019, he was
Eckerd
before
coming to
granted an unpaid courtesy
USF,
what
did
the university
appointment at USF.
know when it offered him
“As a courtesy faculty, Dr.
a courtesy appointment?
Hastings will have a greater
In her email to The Crow’s
level of interaction with our
Nest,
Paul sidestepped the
faculty and students and
matter,
saying only that the
continue to be a respected
university
was “made aware”
resource and collaborator in
of
the
accusations
on Jan. 3,
the ongoing research of the
the
day
they
were
published
college,” according to the offer
letter in his USF personnel file. in the Tampa Bay Times.
In a meeting with USF
Courtesy appointments
St.
Petersburg faculty and
According to Paul,
staff
on Jan. 10, Regional
the university system
Chancellor
Martin Tadlock
spokeswoman, USF has
was
asked
the
same question.
approximately 1,400
“I
can’t
answer
that because
unpaid courtesy faculty.
I
don’t
know,”
said
Tadlock,
Courtesy appointments can
whose responsibilities do
last up to five years before
not include oversight of the
renewal. Hastings’ was set
College of Marine Science,
to expire on Aug. 6, 2022.
which is based in St. Petersburg
At the time of the
but reports to Tampa.
allegations, Hastings was
Hastings has been
Eckerd’s only professor in
suspended
and is not allowed
marine chemistry. He earned a
on
campus,
Tadlock said,
doctorate in oceanography from
and
an
investigation
is “in
the University of Washington
place
and
proceeding.”
in 1995, and his biography
“We just don’t tolerate
page on the Eckerd website
anything
related to sexual
listed several awards and
harassment,”
he said.
published op-eds on climate
“We
just
don’t.”
science and solutions.
Katlynn Mullins
The lawsuit noted
contributed
to this report.
that Hastings’ contact
information, office location

PANTRY,
continued from P1
to take items from the pantry.
For some students, it
might be embarrassing to
admit they are financially
strapped and hungry.
But the pantry does not
provide discreet access. The
students who use it must be
monitored “to make sure the
resources aren’t abused,” said
graduate assistant Meghan
Yacinthe, 22, one of the two
students who staff the pantry.
SOS can only afford
to pay for one work study
student for the year. The other
student monitor works for
the university housing staff.
Despite the pantry’s
bumpy start, Contes has
ambitious goals for it.
He wants to increase
student use, develop sources
of recurrent funding, and
get a refrigerator for fresh
options like bread, fruits and
vegetables, and dairy products.
Most importantly, he said,
he wants to tear down the
stigma that people only go
to a food pantry when they
are in dire need. He wants
students to use the pantry
even if it is just for a snack
between classes, he said.
Without more funding,
however, it is unclear how
long the pantry will stay open.
The donated funding was only
enough to open the pantry and
pay for one student employee
for the year, said Contes.
In December, the university
began a “Herdfunder Drive,”
asking faculty, staff and friends
of the university to contribute
so that the pantry’s hours could
be extended and its offerings
expanded to include hygiene
products like toothbrushes.
When the drive ended
Dec. 16, 38 donors had
pledged $1,625 – just 55
percent of the $3,000 goal.
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Enrollment
planner
departs

By The Crow’s Nest Staff

S

hari Schwartz, the
regional assistant
vice chancellor
of enrollment planning
and management,
has resigned.
Schwartz, who started
at the university in
January 2017, helped
lead efforts to improve
the campus’ retention and
academic progress rates.
She will become
registrar at the
University of North
Texas. Her husband
is being transferred
by his company to its
Dallas headquarters.
Schwartz came to
USF St. Petersburg from
Georgia State University

COURTESY OF USF ST. PETERSBURG

Shari Schwartz

in Atlanta. Earlier, she
held administrative posts
at the State University of
New York at Onondaga
Community College and
at Syracuse University.

LAWSUIT, continued from P1

under the definition
of federal law.
The university also argued
that as an agency of state
government, it had “sovereign
immunity” and was protected
from a civil lawsuit.
The doctrine of
sovereign immunity stems
from a longstanding tenet
of English law that the
sovereign – or government
– can do no wrong.
The incident occurred
around 4:20 p.m. on Feb.
22, 2016. L.E. was leaving
campus after class when
she noticed a man later
identified as Willie Fudge
III masturbating behind
her in one of the parking
garage elevators.
When the elevator stopped
on the fourth floor, a police
report says, L.E. “felt a breeze
behind her and something
wet touch her buttocks area.”
Security video later showed
Fudge bending behind her,
“possibly recording her
personal groin area … and
lifting her dress from behind.”
Fudge, a non-student of the
university who lived nearby,
was reported on campus
three other times that week.
Campus police caught
up with Fudge several days
later, when St. Petersburg
police arrested him on a
charge of domestic battery
against his former girlfriend
that was later dropped.
Fudge, now 28, was
arrested seven days after the
parking garage incident. He
was charged with one count
of exposure of sexual organs
— a misdemeanor — and
four counts of battery, for
touching a person against
her will. He was not charged
with sexual assault.

The parking garage
charges, plus an earlier
conviction for grand theft,
landed Fudge in the Pinellas
County Jail between May 27,
2016, and Feb. 27, 2017.
He was returned to jail
July 3, 2017, for violating
his probation and then
sentenced to 18 months in
state prison, with credit for
time served in the county jail.
After his release on
Feb. 27, 2018, Fudge was
arrested again on Sept. 18,
2019, on a petty theft charge.
He posted bail and was
released the following day.
Court records show he
pleaded guilty to the offense
and was sentenced to two
days in Pinellas County Jail,
with credit for time served.
University Police Chief
David Hendry reminded
students that the USF
Safe App is available
for free download on the
UPD website. He also
encouraged students to
report suspicious people and
incidents to the university
police at 727-873-4444.
“I encourage our campus
community to always be alert
to their surroundings, trust
their instincts and have a
personal safety plan, walk in
lighted areas with others after
dark, and to immediately
report suspicious persons
and situations to the police.
“Additionally, the
University Police have made
available a wide array of
safety and preparedness
resources on the website.
Everyone should know that
UPD is available 24/7 for
any assistance,” he said.

THE C ROW ’S NE ST

Duke Energy executive named
to campus board
By The Crow’s Nest Staff

A

Duke Energy
executive who
championed the
St. Petersburg campus
during the consolidation
planning process has been
named to the USF St.
Petersburg Campus Board.
Melissa Seixas, Duke’s
vice president of government
and community relations in
Florida, was appointed to the
board last month by the USF
system Board of Trustees.
The board’s five
members, all residents
of Pinellas County, help
oversee the campus’
budget and operations.
Seixas has a bachelor’s
degree from Eckerd College
and a master’s in American
history from USF St.
Petersburg. She serves on
the boards of the Clearwater

COURTESY OF USF ST. PETERSBURG

Melissa Seixas

Marine Aquarium, Ruth
Eckerd Hall, the Pinellas
County Urban League
and St. Petersburg
Downtown Partnership.
Seixas was co-chair
for the campus’ 50th
anniversary celebration
in 2015-2016 and chair

of the Consolidation
Task Force’s shared
governance committee.
In that role, she was
a strong advocate for
making both St. Petersburg
and Sarasota-Manatee
full branch campuses.
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Seeking answers to an ocean of questions
By Gabby Dacosta
Contributor

E

rin Symonds is
a postdoctoral
researcher who
investigates water quality
on the coast of Costa Rica.
Brian Barnes is a
postdoctoral research
associate who uses
satellite data to measure
the impact that dredging
has on bodies of water.
Patrick Schwing is
a research associate
who studies the way
organisms on the ocean
floor have responded to
the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico.
From the ocean floor
of the Gulf to the beaches
in Costa Rica, the three
researchers at the USF
College of Marine Science
are looking for answers
to an ocean of questions.
The USF College of
Marine Science, which
dates back 50 years, has
26 faculty members,
a hundred graduate
students and another
hundred technical
and administrative
staff members.
The college is
recognized internationally
for its graduate education
programs and research
in ocean science. With
scientists in every ocean,
the college researches
global and regional issues,
including red tides, coral
reef health, sea level rise
and ocean acidification.
Collaborating with
local, national and
international partners, the
college aims to increase
and use knowledge of
global ocean systems and
human-ocean interactions
through research,
graduate education and
community engagement.

“One of the
misconceptions is that we
know quite a bit about
the global ocean,” said
Schwing. “The truth is
that we’ve mapped in
high resolution about
3 percent of it.”
Since the Deepwater
Horizon oil spill in 2010,
Schwing and the Center
for Integrated Modeling
and Analysis of Gulf
Ecosystems, a research
consortium of 19 U.S.
and international partners,
have been working on
a 10-year program.
By collecting samples
of sediment, water and fish
tissue, they can measure
the impact and recovery
of the Gulf ecosystem.
He explained some of
the results of the project.
“We are getting a
pretty good idea of what
type of impacts to expect
from a large submarine
oil spill and what sort of
time frame it takes for
certain communities to
recover,” said Schwing.
Although Barnes
collaborates with
researchers around the
world, he mainly works
alongside colleagues in
the optical oceanography
lab at the College of
Marine Science.
“An overarching goal
of my work is to improve
satellite ocean color
products and algorithms
and make the data more
accessible to relevant
users,” Barnes said.
He explained that he
analyzed satellite data
on the expansion of the
Port Miami to capture
what scientists call the
“spatiotemporal frequency
of turbidity plumes”

COURTESY OF DEVIN FIRESINGER

Patrick Schwing measures a sediment core from the sea floor.

Brian Barnes studies the impact of dredging projects.

COURTESY OF MERA.MARINE.USF.EDU

Erin Symonds presents a poster about her
investigation at a conference in Vienna, Austria.

resulting from dredging.
Working with others
who performed reef
surveys, his team
was able to further
estimate the impact of
dredging on reefs.
As a result of this
work, the United States
Environmental Protection
Agency contracted him
to capture baseline
spatiotemporal plume
frequency for another
system that is slated to
undergo similar dredging.
“I was able to develop a
new method of analyzing
satellite data, which
improved understanding
of environmental impacts,
and subsequently led to

use of satellite data in
historical analysis and
real-time monitoring
of future dredging
events,” he said.
Symonds works along
the beach in Costa Rica
in the so-called MERA
Investigation, which is
named for its acronym
in Spanish and stands
for “environment,
ethnography, risk
assessment and
water quality.”
Scientists from USF,
Southern Methodist
University and Costa
Rican institutions are
collaborating on a water
quality investigation
that focuses on human

COURTESY OF COLLEGE OF MARINE SCIENCE

behavior, water quality and
human health to improve
beach management and
protect public health.
With water quality
measurements and
information on
environmental change,
people’s activities on the
beach, and local choices
about water management,
her team aims to better
identify what could
potentially damage
coastal water resources.
“I hope the study
provides data and info
that informs future
policy decisions
related to recreational
waters,” she said.
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She works to erase the stigma of HIV

COURTESY TIFFANY CHENNEVILLE

The SEERs Project in Kenya, which stands for Stigma Reduction through Education, Empowerment and Research, has been one of the
most enriching experiences in her career, says Tiffany Chenneville, center (shown at Cambi Amani in Nakura, Kenya, in 2017).
By Kiara Soriano
Contributor

W

hen she was
22, Tiffany
Chenneville
says, a close friend was
diagnosed with HIV – a
relatively new disease
that at the time almost
always led to death.
Now, 27 years later,
the USF St. Petersburg
psychology professor
makes HIV and its
impact on young people
– including children
and adolescents – the
focus of her research.
That research has
taken her four times
to Kenya, an African
country with an alarming
number of youth who
struggle with HIV and the
stigma and discrimination
that accompany it.
“I think that there
is such a stigma
surrounding HIV in youth
due to history. HIV and
AIDS used to be called
gay-related immune
deficiency disease,”
said Chenneville.
“People were so
scared when they heard
about someone having

HIV because not much
research was available at
the time. We’ve gotten
better about learning
more and researching
ways to help, but I
still think we have a
long way to go.”
Chenneville, who is
chair of the Department
of Psychology at
USF St. Petersburg,
is also director of the
university’s psychology
graduate program and
a behavioral health
consultant at the USF
Tampa Department
of Pediatrics.
She has contributed
to dozens of published
studies in her field.
In her dimly lit office
lined with shelves of
binders, Chenneville
welcomes students who
seek her counsel on
academic issues and
conducts her research
on how to help youths
around the world who
are struggling with HIV.
In her research,
she is director of the
REACH Youth Center.

REACH stands for
Researching Effective
Actions Concerning
HIV among Youth.
As director, she
collaborates with others
around the world on the
HIV SEERs Project in
Kenya, which stands
for Stigma Reduction
through Education,
Empowerment,
and Research.
She calls the program
one of the most
engaging and enriching
experiences of her career.
“I had an incredible
time in Kenya,” she said.
“It was really great to see
the sense of community
that the country has. Here
in this country, we don’t
see that often, so it’s
nice to see how different
people live around the
world and interact.”
Chenneville has been
to Kenya four times,
most recently in August
and September of 2019.
Due to the country’s
alarming rate of children
and adolescents with HIV
diagnoses, Chenneville

chose to do crosscultural research there.
Globally, there is
a stigma surrounding
HIV-positive youth.
In 2018, around 1.6
million adolescents
were living with HIV
around the world,
according to UNICEF.
In some parts of
Africa, including Kenya,
many adolescents don’t
get the opportunity
to be tested for HIV,
so the numbers could
be even higher.
The SEERs project has
had success because of
its emphasis on getting
the community involved,
Chenneville said. The
project involves four
components that work
together to improve the
wellness of those with
HIV – information,
skills building,
support/resources, and
personal contact.
The skills-building
part of the program
helps victims fight
the stigma of HIV. In
Kenya, fighting the

stigma seems like a
particularly hard hurdle.
“In the area that I work
in Kenya, people have
told me that although
they are knowledgeable
on the subject, they
are scared to speak
out because they fear
people might think
that they have HIV,”
said Chenneville.
Although the SEERs
project has made strides
in fighting the stigma
and educating the youth
on HIV in Kenya,
Chenneville has bigger
goals in mind and what
she wants to do next.
“In terms of my
next steps, I want to do
another study in Kenya.
I’m also planning on
partnering with a faculty
member at a university
in Kenya to take the
SEERs project into
the prison system.
“Then I have a new
collaborator in England
who is from Nigeria,
who wants to adapt
the program to work
with black sub-Saharan
communities in England.”
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Ricky Gervais’ Golden Globes
monologue missed the mark
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its readers with news relevant to the
University of South Florida St. Petersburg
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on current issues. We take seriously the
public’s trust in our news reporting and
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reporting as defined by the Society of
Professional Journalists. Opinions in this
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I

’ll be honest: I couldn’t tell
you a single thing about who
won what at this year’s Golden
Globe Awards.
What I can tell you is that
comedian Ricky Gervais, in his
fifth stint hosting the award show,
spent his usual opening dialogue
unleashing a tirade of joking
critiques of the attendees and the
systems surrounding the show, and
that Tom Hanks’ aghast reaction
was instantly a meme.
And certainly, Gervais raised
some valid points. He criticized
Hollywood’s systemic problems
with race, commented on corporate
exploitation and jabbed at
celebrities who befriended Epstein.
But the audience’s main
takeaway? Hollywood actors are
out of touch.
“You’re in no position to
lecture the public,” Gervais said.
“You know nothing about the real
world. Most of you spent less time
in school than Greta Thunberg.
If you win, come up, accept your
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be sent to
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Because of high production costs,
members of the USFSP community
are permitted one copy per issue.
Where available, additional copies
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theft is a crime. Those who violate
the single copy rule may be subject to
civil and criminal prosecution and/or
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plenty more have lived average
lives before breaking out as
stars, even if they’re driving their
Lamborghinis in the Hollywood
Hills today.
There’s no reason to believe
that everyone at that show was
born into wealth or notoriety, even
if some were. After all, the image
of actors struggling financially and
waiting tables in Los Angeles to
make it big prevails for a reason.
It is important to recognize
that actors are not paragons of
virtue. They don’t spend their
days mulling over philosophy,
ethics, economics or sociology,
so it is fair to take their soapbox
speeches with a grain of salt. But
Gervais’ implication that actors
are worthless to political discourse
shouldn’t be getting the reaction
it does.
Sometimes, actors are more
acutely aware of certain issues
than the average person. Redgrave
knew that well.
Actors were at the forefront of
an incredibly important political
movement from the past decade
— the #MeToo movement.
Although activist Tarana Burke is
popularly credited with starting
the movement, it wouldn’t have
gained such tremendous traction
in 2017 if it weren’t for certain
actors making the decision to
step forward and have their views
known.
In 1973, Marlon Brando won
an award for Best Actor after
starring in “The Godfather.” But
in explicit protest of the Academy,
Brando sent Sacheen Littlefeather,
an Apache woman, to represent
him and explain his disapproval
of the film industry’s treatment of
Native Americans.

The crowd was divided. Most
clapped, but a few loudly booed.
Compared to today’s age, hearing
people in the Oscars crowd
outright boo Littlefeather was
rather jarring.
But regardless of the
immediate reaction, Brando and
Littlefeather undeniably started
a conversation. It was one of
many catalysts for change in the
industry, pushing the envelope on
a representation issue Hollywood
still struggles with today.
There are plenty of actors
who have been strong activists.
Ashton Kutcher and Demi Moore
founded an anti-human trafficking
organization, and their cause was
undeniably made more public
through their involvement.
While I’d like to see more
actors using their free time
between shoots actually going out
and committing to a cause through
action, it’s only fair that they
discuss things that matter to them
when they’re given a window to
provoke thought in thousands of
people.
Regardless of any credentials
Hollywood stars may hold as a
unit, people do listen to what they
have to say. The media and the
general audience should welcome
their perspectives, even if they are
at first challenged and discussed.
When you have a platform, you
should feel free to make a point.
If it’s a bad point, it will get torn
apart. If it’s good, it will stand
on its own. There’s no reason to
let credentials stand in the way
of a valid argument. And if a
speech really goes south, there’s a
good chance that the actor won’t
be giving many more of those,
anyway.

to reiterate how dumb it looks
to walk around with a flash
drive in your mouth.
What I probably should
reiterate, though, is that
“safer” doesn’t mean “safe.”
I’ll put it this way:
Cigarettes are like jumping out
of a plane without a parachute.
Unless you’re a horribly
uneducated misanthrope, you
have a pretty good idea of how
bad it could end.
Vaping, on the other hand,
is like being offered a mystery
bag before jumping out of
the airplane; there might be a
partially torn parachute in the
bag, but there could also be
poisonous snakes in the bag.
Either way, you won’t know
until it’s too late.
Your best bet is to never
jump out of perfectly good
airplanes.
In fact, as the first studies
are being published, we’re
getting a better idea of just
how harmful vaping could be.
The combined efforts
of Medpage Today and the
American Heart Association
helped uncover the fact that
vaping nicotine can damage
your blood vessels.
Other studies from
the American Journal of

Physiology or the Indian
Journal of Medical and
Paediatric Oncology show
that vaping could weaken your
immune system.
The Indian Journal study
also found that nicotine, in
general, can be harmful to
your reproductive system. In
males, adverse effects can
include erectile dysfunction.
For females, nicotine can
impair fertilization.
I can only imagine the
environmental impact that
vaping has inflicted on the
planet.
Of course, the real
members of “Vape Nation”
are just as obnoxious. But
they, at least, tend to own
up to their obnoxiousness.
I figure it has to be really
difficult to sit around
blowing “Os” and ripping
fat candy-flavored clouds
without eventually realizing
they’re acting as smart as
the smoke machines they’re
appropriating.
Years after my first
cigarette, when I told myself
I was quitting nicotine, it
wasn’t too rare for me to go
through two or three Juul
pods in a day.
Vaping didn’t change my

habits at all — it just made
them more socially acceptable
and let me have my nicotine
fix whenever I had a craving.
I was the type of douchebag
who vaped in the middle of
class.
Since I used to roll my
own cigarettes, vaping was far
more expensive, too.
Now that I’m finally
quitting, I’ve realized that I
shouldn’t have tried to wean
myself off of nicotine with
a vape. Nicotine withdrawal
sucks, regardless of how you
were consuming it. Switching
to a vape only sustained my
mint-flavored addiction.
For those of you who
are lucky enough to have
never gone through nicotine
withdrawals, it’s a lot like
waking up thirsty in the
middle of the night but not
being able to get a glass of
water. Headaches and general
irritability are common, too.
Listen, I can’t tell you
how to live your life. If
nicotine addiction sounds
like your cup of tea, by all
means, blow some fat clouds.
Just don’t go around
pretending it’s safe or smart.
At least you don’t smell
like cigarettes. Right?

Even when I vaped, I thought it was dumb
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little award, thank your agent and
your god and f--- off.”
Gervais’ speech — or, at the
very least, the public reception of
his speech — puts actors in a box
and labels them all ignorant of “the
real world.”
It’s not a new argument,
as media outlets like The
Guardian, The New York Times
and Telegraph, alongside actors
like Anthony Hopkins and Mark
Wahlberg, have said the same in
the past, albeit never on a stage in
front of dozens of their opponents.
This isn’t even the first time
that someone at an awards show
has tried to shut down actors
politicizing their award speeches.
In 1978, writer Paddy
Chayefsky, presenting an award
for writing, told the crowd that
he was “sick and tired of people
exploiting the occasion of the
Academy Awards.”
That year’s Supporting Actress
winner, Vanessa Redgrave,
addressed the actions of the Jewish
Defense League, whose members
burned an effigy of her, picketed
the awards and attempted to
bomb a showing of her film “The
Palestinian.” Chayefsky said that
“a simple ‘thank you’ would have
sufficed.”
What makes actors any less
prepared to discuss political issues
than other professions? If actors
should simply sit down and shut
up, who should be allowed to
engage in discourse about issues?
There’s a marked difference
between expert opinion and
civilian opinion. Actors should be
allowed the latter.
Certainly, some are out of
touch with the day-to-day life
of the average American, but

By James Bennett III
Senior journalism and digital
communication major
jamesbennett@mail.usf.edu

I

really don’t want to
sound like a “truth”
advertisement, but vaping
is dumb as heck.
Juuls are probably the
worst. Too many young people
buy into a consumer identity,
only to realize later on that
they were bamboozled into a
nicotine addiction.
Yeah, cool cucumber tasted
pretty great, and it’s nice
pretending that you don’t have
to brush your teeth if you boof
a mint pod, but the tradeoff
isn’t worth it. Don’t you lie to
me and say you’ve never torn
your room apart after losing
your Juul. You animals have
turned into proper fiends.
I don’t think I really need
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W h at to do t his we e k : Jan . 1 3 - 1 9
By Brianna Rodriguez
blrodriguez@mail.usf.edu
MONDAY
Support women in music
and enjoy a documentary about
Linda Ronstadt at the Listen
Up Film Series & Girls Rock
St. Pete event. The free film
will take place at the Hideaway
Cafe, 1756 Central Ave., from
6 to 10 p.m. Donations will
benefit the Grils Rock Camp St.
Pete.
TUESDAY
Learn about the significance
of Florida’s mangroves
at the Natural History
Speaker Series: Florida
Mangroves from 7 to 8 p.m.
at St. Petersburg Parks and
Recreation, 1400 19 St. N.
Admission is free to the public.
Hoola your way to fitness
with Get Fit St. Pete: Hoola
Fit. The free class is held on the
second Tuesday of every month

at 6 p.m. at Fossil Park, 6635
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
St. N.
WEDNESDAY
Student Government will
host a state-of-the-campus
address at 5 p.m. in the USC
Ballrooms. Student leaders will
provide attendees with updates
on what has been achieved
within the 48th term so far.
The leaders will discuss new
initiatives and also provide a
Q&A session.
Ease your first-week-back
stress with a bit of midweek
yoga. The Mindful Movement
Yoga class at Awakening
Wellness Center, 2126 First
Ave. S, aims to realign and relax
the body. The class is at 7 p.m.
and costs a $10 donation.

THURSDAY
Get on Board Day is a
great opportunity for students
to learn all the ways they can
get involved on campus and in
the community. Meet leaders of
student organizations, academic
departments and community
organizations. The event will
take place from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Harborwalk.
Meet other students and play
some games at Game On! The
event takes place from 6 to 8
p.m. at The Edge.
FRIDAY
Plant Love Ice Cream, 953
Central Ave., is celebrating
its one-year anniversary with a
party. Enjoy live music, vegan
food, local art and local vendors.
The event will begin at 5 p.m.
and is free to the public.

Enjoy good vibes and
great music at the Roots of
the Sun, 2327 Central Ave.,
anniversary party. There will be
a metaphysical swap that begins
at 7 p.m. to swap items such as
crystals, clothes and tarot cards
that no longer resonate.
SATURDAY
In anticipation of Martin
Luther King Day, the City of
St. Petersburg will host MLK
Dream Big Music and Culture
Festival at Albert Whitted
Park, 480 Bayshore Drive. The
event takes place from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and admission is free.
Get out your onesie and into
the bars for the third annual
Onesie Bar Crawl: St. Pete.
Check-in for the event will begin
at 5 p.m. at Thirsty First, 119
First Ave. N, and will conclude
at midnight at the Park &

Rec after party, 100 Fourth
St. N. The event is 21 and up.
Admission ranges from $10 to
$17, depending on the group
size. Tickets can be purchased at
eventbrite.com
SUNDAY
Hear about some crazy
cat stories at Tell Me About
Your Cat: A Feline-inspired
Storytelling Event at Cage
Brewing, 2001 First Ave. S.
The event starts at 1 p.m. and
costs $5. All proceeds will go
toward Friends of Strays.
Enjoy your day at the Corey
Avenue Sunday Market on
St. Pete Beach with over

70 local vendors. The event
will be open from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Both the event and
parking are free.
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Don’t change the channel:
TV art exhibit comes to downtown
Story and photos by
Carrie Pinkard
clarice2@mail.usf.edu

T

he television is an idol
in American culture.
TV trays are
the altars at which we
worship a frozen dinner.
People come and go from
our lives, but our favorite
television characters are
always there to welcome
us back, frozen in time.
The “Please Stand By”
exhibit at Mize Gallery was
able to capture exactly what we
love about television. Through a
tremendous effort by dozens of
local artists, 87 television shows
were brought to life through
paint and other mixed media.
At its opening on the evening
of Jan. 10, the gallery was
packed wall-to-wall with people
hoping to catch a glimpse
of their favorite TV show.
The exhibit was a perfect
balance between nostalgia for
shows of yore and hope for the
future of television. TV looks
different now than it did in
the 1950s. Instead of patiently
waiting through commercial
breaks to see what antics a
black-and-white Andy Griffth
will get up to, we binge-watch
10 episodes of “The Office”
without leaving our couches.
“Please Stand By” was able
to capture how television has
changed over the decades.
Representing the 1960s
were shows like “The
Beverly Hillbillies,” “The
Munsters,” and “Gilligan’s
Island.” Shows from the ‘70s
included “M*A*S*H,” “All
in the Family,” and “The
Brady Bunch.” The ‘80s got
representation from “The
Golden Girls.” The ‘90s
saw “Sabrina the Teenage
Witch,” “Saved By The
Bell,” and “Frasier.” Finally,
modern favorites from the
2000s and 2010s included
“Stranger Things,” “Curb
Your Enthusiasm,” and
“Parks and Recreation.”
Faces of characters you’d
forgotten jumped out at you
as you walked around the
room, triggering memories
of when you watched that
particular TV show and

The intimate space of MIZE gallery was filled to the brim with people hoping to see their favorite TV
show through a new medium.
who you watched it with.
The “Futurama” characters
lept out as three-dimensional
heads on Mount Rushmore.
The members of “The
Addams Family” were
painted onto tarot cards.
Steve Martin danced as his
legendary King Tut character
from “Saturday Night Live.”
Food was served outside
the gallery. Fittingly, the menu
was TV trays equipped with
veggie dogs, mac and cheese
and Cosmic Brownies.
It’s too late to rewind time
and make it to the “Please Stand
By” opening. However, it’s not
too late to hit pause on your
busy life and visit the exhibit.
You can tune in at MIZE Gallery
until the season finale on Jan. 26.
MIZE Gallery is at 689
Dr. M.L.K. Jr St. N. and is
open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
Saturdays and from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. on Sundays. Admission
for the exhibit is free.

The 1960s TV favorite “The Addams Family” was portrayed through characters
painted on tarot cards.

HONORED, continued from P1
standards of journalism” in
“standing up to the pressure
of the central (Tampa)
administration,” Arsenault
said. “We were particularly
impressed by the fact that
some of the most courageous
journalists in the Tampa Bay
area are student journalists.
“It is comforting and
encouraging (for the
future) that young people
are upholding the highest
standards of journalism.”
This is the second honor
for McCann, who returned

to school after a long
career in local government
and earned a master’s in
journalism last year.
She has anchored
the student newspaper’s
coverage of the controversial
consolidation process since
the Legislature suddenly
began moving to abolish
the St. Petersburg campus’
separate accreditation
in January 2018.
Last June, the Society
of Professional Journalists
named McCann the second

best college news reporter in
the Southeast in its annual
Green Eyeshade competition.
She and Crow’s Nest
editors will be saluted and
given plaques at the ACLU
chapter’s annual awards
banquet on March 5.
Last year’s winners
were four journalists at
the Tampa Bay Times
whose reporting uncovered
a scandal in the Heart
Institute at Johns Hopkins
All Children’s Hospital.
Other previous winners

include Times journalists
Mark Puente, John Romano,
Lucy Morgan and Martin
Dyckman, Kelly McBride
of the Poynter Institute
for Media Studies and
Rob Lorei of community
radio station WMNF.
The ACLU award
comes at an uncertain time
for The Crow’s Nest.
Twice in the last three
years, Student Government
has made big cuts in the
paper’s budget, which comes
out of student fee revenue.

This year’s budget is
$40,256 – a 23 percent drop
from $52,516 in 2018-2019.
There is also talk in the
university administration of
merging The Crow’s Nest
with its counterpart on the
Tampa campus, perhaps in
an online-only format, once
consolidation takes root.
The staffs of both
newspapers and the
journalism faculties on both
campuses have announced
opposition to that proposal.

